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regular force, uniformly equipped and armed, well trained and hardened
in battle.

In the 17th century the troops of Muscovy had gone into battle in
large, unwieldy masses. Peter adopted the system used in the French
army as the basis for the battle formation of his troops. On the battle-
field the soldiers were arrayed in ranks, the front ranks firing while those
behind them reloaded. The bayonet fixed to the rifle made its first ap-
pearance, thereby increasing the importance of hand-to-hand fighting.
The Russian battle array, however, had this distinguishing trait, that
each regiment had its own battalion in, the second line which always
ensured support to the first line.

Peter, under the prevailing conditions of linear tactics, was   able
'to create deep-line formations. The second line of Russian formation
acquired an indepsndent tactical designation. All this was a great step
forward in the development of linear tactics.

Peter's strategic art is deserving of attention. Peter demanded that
military operations should conform to circumstances. Battle he regarded
as the main object which required thorough and careful preparation. He
trained the Russian soldiers to display independence and initiative.
In a letter to Sheremetev Peter wrote: "It seems you dare not take a
step without our instruction. . . . And that is like the servant who will
not save his drowning master until he finds out whether the contract
says that he may."

The cavalry in Peter's army was the chief attacking force, and was
therefore reinforced by a horse-drawn regimental artillery.

Appreciating the importance of material resources in the building
up of a country's armed forces Peter created a sound economic foundation,
for the army and navy by developing the metallurgical and metal-
working industries. The development of industry enabled him to consid-
erably improve the Russian artillery. The ordnance under Peter ac-
quired greater mobility, the Russian horse-drawn artillery appearing
fifty years in advance of the West.The Articles of War, published in 1716,
clearly stipulate the place which the artillery occupies both on the
march and in battle. Peter made a great step forward in developing the
elements of coordination between infantry, cavalry, engineer corps
and artillery. The army of Peter the Great possessed its Regulations
and a system of military training. The commanding staff received a train-
ing in special schools and guards regiments. For this purpose Peter
set up in Moscow a nautical school and medical school. In St. Peters-
burg a naval academy and artillery school were opened. Technical and
mathematical schools were also founded.

As a result of the military reforms, Russia by the end of Peter's
reign possessed a large standing army whose fighting qualities were in
no way inferior to the best troops in Europe. Besides the Cossacks, it
numbered up to 200,000 men formed into approximately 130 regiments.